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Via Giolitti Resurfaces

On the occasion of the SPAM Lab Workshop, organised by the 
Association of Architects of Rome from 10 to 18 October 2019 at 
Casa dell'Architettura, the group of students and young architects 
assigned to Portuguese architect Manuel Aires Mateus and coordi-
nated by architects Leonardo Paiella and Monica Ravazzolo of 
Paratelier drew up a proposal for the redevelopment of Via Giolitti, 
as agreed with Municipio I and the Municipality of Rome.
The project aims at restoring the recognisability and value of the 
Via Giolitti route, which goes from Piazza dei Cinquecento to 
Piazza di Porta Maggiore. The operation involves two main stages 
of intervention: the creation of homogeneous flooring able to give 
continuity to the system and a series of specific interventions to 
highlight significant urban elements. The strategy necessary to 
make this area, which is currently congested by traffic and used 
only as a transit route, accessible and enjoyable, is called pede-
strianisation. The intervention would be made possible by the 
presence of an adequate number of streets parallel to Via Giolitti. 
In the concerned area, surface mobility would be reduced to light 
vehicles and people: bicycles, scooters and electric vehicles, with 
the exception of emergency vehicles. Pedestrianisation would 
require the removal of the last section of the Roma Giardinetti 
metro-train system, which covers the central section of Via Giolitti, 
a connection that would in any case be guaranteed by subway 
lines A and C.
The pedestrian area would be characterised by a surface made of 
a single material with a different treatment or orientation in corre-
spondence with architectural structures.
The squares that delimit the route would be freed from all distur-
bing elements, from kiosks to bus shelters, so as to restore the 
homogeneity of the context and render it usable and enjoyable: 
therefore, Piazza dei Cinquecento would not be a mere terminal, 
and Piazza di Porta Maggiore would not only be a crossroads for 
vehicles.
The historical and artistic heritage elements scattered along the 
route would require great caution and respect during the interven-
tion. The aim is to underline said structures through small precise 
operations included in the broader reorganisation of the route, 
thereby removing any superfluous element in order to make the 
existing ones more recognisable. 
The removal of all the superfluous elements that clog Piazza dei 
Cinquecento and a homogeneous configuration of the space 
would bring out the existing heritage. The Servian walls and the 
Baths of Diocletian would form a scenic backdrop for the Roman 
pines that enliven the square.
The reconstruction of the urban backdrop on Via Giolitti, between 
Via Manin and Via Gioberti, in correspondence with the so-called 
"bad tooth", would be done through the addition of a volume, a 
public place for passengers to wait and an elevated vantage point.
The balcony of Via Giolitti would be expanded, thereby gaining a 
size appropriate to the public space. A physical and social relation-
ship, currently conflicting, would be established with the road 
below, thereby generating a convergence of trajectories. The high 
path on the balcony would offer new perspectives on the under-
lying context and the Church of Sant'Eusebio at the beginning of 
Via Alfredo Cappellini.

The pedestrianised Turbigo underpass would be enriched with 
new services, the spatial quality of which would be guaranteed 
by the introduction of zenithal openings ensuring ventilation and 
natural lighting.
The Piazza Pepe excavation would bring the square back to its 
ancient Roman level and restore dignity to the ruins, underlining 
their presence. 
This subtraction would be accompanied by the construction of a 
colonnade at the lowest level, conceived as an extension of the 
Esquiline market.
Near the centre of the route is the small church of Santa Bibiana, 
by Bernini. Said church is not very well known due to its location, 
which makes it not very visible and difficult to access.
The design of the new street flooring in correspondence with the 
church is interrupted to highlight its location. The change in 
texture and finish of the material would enable the recognition of 
Bernini's architecture and emphasises its value.
The Nymphaeum of the Horti Liciniani, dating back to the begin-
ning of the 4th century, is just a few metres away. Like many other 
ruins of the city, it is currently excluded from the public space 
system. The project would return it to the city and its citizens as a 
space to be experienced by making it a protected place, a safe 
haven inside Via Giolitti. Once again, the stereotomy of the pave-
ment would formally resolve the presence of the ruin by 
following the trace of the ancient plan, thereby evoking the 
original lost space.
The second "bad tooth", which is in Via Giolitti 212, would act as 
a counterbalance to the first and highlight the beginning or the 
end of the route. It would allow the urban backdrop to regain 
continuity through the alignment of heights. The new building is 
conceived as an architectural infrastructure capable of accommo-
dating the multiple needs of a local community without imposing 
specific activities.

Inaugurazione
19 dicembre 2019
17:30–20:00

19 dicembre 2019–9 gennaio 2020
Lunedì–venerdì | 10:00–19:00
Ultimo ingresso alle 18:00
Chiuso sabato, domenica e festivi


